



TICKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th September 2013 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Village Hall Committee Room 

PRESENT:  Cllr Bruce Ralfs in the chair, Cllrs John Banks, Matthew Bracey, Jane Brock, David Franks, Ann Loader, Mike Perrott, Pam Trenchard and Mike Woodey.
In attendance:  Vena Prater (Clerk)
91/13
APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllr Alan Hooley and Mr Lyndon Watkins (North Somerset Council).
92/13
MINUTES of the meeting held on 11th July 2013, copies of which had been circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record subject to the following:  Min. no. 84/13 second paragraph to read “It was reported …..”
93/13
MATTERS ARISING from the minutes 


(a)  
Website  

Due to holidays and other commitments it had not yet been possible to arrange a meeting between Mark Crocker, Alan Hooley, Ann Loader and the Clerk.

(b)
Monkey Bridge

The plaque would be presented to Mr Stewart Plant at the Antiques Evening in the Hall on 12th October when it was hoped some of his family would be present.
94/13
PLANNING MATTERS

(a)
NEW APPLICATIONS

13/P/1644/F: Quarry Hill, The Ripple: Extension to single-storey flat-roofed detached house to provide first floor beneath a pitched roof.

Subject to the use of aesthetically sympathetic tiles and an assurance that neighbours in The Ripple would not be overlooked, the Council made no objections.



13/P/1671/F: Schloss Adler, Cadbury Camp Lane:  Erection of a two storey extension on all elevations to create a seven-bedroomed dwelling with various features including mock towers, turrets, dormer windows and balconies

After careful consideration of the impact on the site, the Council raised no objections.


(b)  APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED BY EMAIL CONSULTATION

13/P/1422/F: 38 Clevedon Road: Conversion of garage/workshop to bedroom: There had been no objections to this application. The Planning Officer subsequently ruled that this application did not require planning permission, despite its being a material change to the front of a building.  

13/P/1360/TPO: Beechwood, Cadbury Camp Lane:  Treeworks.  It had been agreed that trees should not be removed unless diseased or dangerous to the building and if felled they should be replaced with native species.  
(c)  UPDATES
13/P/0484/F: Hatchintan, 96 Clevedon Road:  Variation of Condition to allow amendments to siting of mobile home and formation of terrace and access steps:  Approved

13/P/0950/F: Mill Cottage: change of use: agriculture to agriculture/equestrian with stable/store:  Approved

13/P/0977/F: Proposed development on land between 92 & 98 Clevedon Road: Erection of two chalet bungalows:  Refused.
(d)  ENFORCEMENT UPDATE
Current investigations included Golden Acres Nursery (access and running another business) and land at Stone Edge Batch (siting of a large caravan)
(e)  PAPERLESS WORKING  Current planning applications had been shown on a digital projector for the first time and had proved very successful.
(e)  NOTIFICATION TO NEIGHBOURS
Cllr Trenchard was concerned that notification of planning applications was sent only to immediate next door neighbours, not to those opposite the site of the proposed development.  After discussion it was agreed that the Council could not take on responsibility for notifying residents but that a note should be placed in the parish magazine advising where applications could be viewed.  
95/13
HIGHWAY MATTERS
(a)
Verges
The Clerk had been unable to obtain a response from Tickenham Landscapes concerning the path near the golf course and some of the work ordered had not been completed.  The Clerk was asked to obtain an alternative quotation.
(b)
Road Works B3130

Recent works had generally been completed satisfactorily although there was some concern that water might penetrate under the new surface in some areas where a small channel had been left at the road edge.  Councillor Loader believed that rumble strips would have been appropriate on the approach to Stone Edge Batch. The Clerk would report to NSC accordingly.  
(c)
Signage, Stone Edge Batch

The direction sign at Stone Edge Batch had not been re-instated.
(d)
Church Parking

The Clerk had received a plan showing the areas of land around the church which were owned by NSC.  There was little likelihood that additional parking areas or hard surfaces would be provided but the Clerk would make further enquiries about using road planings from other sites.  
(e) Traffic Calming outside the School
Cllr Perrott reported on his interview with the North Somerset Times and said that a footpath from Garden Park to the rear of the school had been suggested by parents.  Councillors considered this to be impracticable; although they understood parents’ concerns and the need to impress on drivers the need for extra care in the school area, they believed the present provision of parking at the Village Hall and Garden Park was adequate if properly used.  However, any other ideas to improve the children’s safety would be most welcome.  In the meantime, a NSC officer would be monitoring the situation during term time.  
(f) Dog Bin, Moor Lane
The Clerk reported that she had received complaints that the bin in Moor Lane (which was emptied fortnightly) was often overflowing.  The Clerk was asked to enquire whether a second or larger bin could be provided.
(g) Incidents
Cllr Perrott reported on an accident near the speed camera when a cyclist had apparently been knocked off his bicycle and received considerable injury from which he had not yet fully recovered.  
(h) Summerhouse

The Clerk was asked to enquire whether NSC intended to carry out repair work at Summerhouse, where residents had complained about numerous potholes.
96/13
FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a)   
The following were approved for payment:


Clerk’s salary  July 
£172.85



Clerk’s expenses  July
£5.00



HMRC July
£43.40



Clerk’s salary August
£173.05



Clerk’s expenses August
£5.00



HMRC August
£43.20

(b) National Salary Award

The Clerk left the meeting for this item.

The Chairman reported that the National Joint Council had reached agreement on pay scales and the National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks recommended a 1% pay increase with effect from 1st April 2013.  It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary be increased accordingly from £2,595 p.a. to £2,621 p.a.

97/13
VILLAGE FIELD 

(a) 
Maintenance (southern boundary)


Following inspection by the chairman and Clerk it was agreed that all the small growth along the southern boundary should be completely cleared, leaving the small rowan and cotoneaster trees.   The condition of the chain-link fencing could then be assessed.
(b) Field Works
Cllr Alan Hooley had submitted a full report on progress and several councillors had viewed the works being undertaken.  The majority of the levelling was in place and the contractor had said that, dependent on the weather, he hoped to put top soil in place before the weekend.  
98/13
VILLAGE HALL

(a) Tree in East Boundary Hedge
It was agreed that a dead ash tree in the east boundary hedge should be removed.  The Clerk would contact the neighbour on that boundary.
(b)
Car Park

In view of the resignation of the Chairman of the Management Committee it was agreed that the issue of improvements to the car park be allowed to lie on the table.

99/13
JEAN BURROWS FUND
(a)
Violets project:  No progress could be made on this until a copy of Jean Burrow’s original book had been located.   The Clerk would follow up with Joan Chapman.
(b)
Second round of funding:  A notice seeking proposals to be considered in the second round of funding had been included in the September parish magazine.  In due course the agreed procedure for considering applications would be implemented.
(c)
Administrator’s honorarium:  It was agreed that the administrator be paid an honorarium of £600.00 for her work on the first round of funding.
(d)
Defibrillator:  It was agreed that a self-monitoring defibrillator be purchased at a cost of £2,760 plus VAT.  The Council would meet the annual maintenance charge from its own budget.  
100/13
EARTHLIGHTS MAPPING SYSTEM


Cllr Perrott reported that several councillors and the Clerk had attended demonstrations organised by NSC on this geographic information system.  The system offered a huge range of information and research options, from Council owned property to site measurement to historic photographic records.  The Clerk would circulate the link details.  It was noted that the facility was available only to councillors and access should not be given to the general public.  
101/13
NATIONAL GRID

The Chairman pointed out that the latest information from National Grid indicated T-pylons for the 400,000 volt line and one of the existing 132,000 volt cables would be under-grounded along Old Lane, which was a deviation from the previously proposed route.  In answer to a question about the effect on the route of the proposed ring road, it was noted that the road would be routed to the south of Bristol, not near to Tickenham.  
102/13
CORRESPONDENCE

North Somerset Council:



Central Area Committee agenda



North Area Committee agenda


National Grid consultation information

Electoral Review – draft recommendations

Airport News


Voluntary Action news


CPRE news


Tickenham School newsletters
103/13
NOTICE BOARDS

The Council confirmed that it was acceptable to display a notice about an activity in a neighbouring community, provided that the corresponding group in Tickenham was content.
104/13
DATES OF MEETINGS 2013  

10th October

14th November

12th September

12th December
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