



TICKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th May 2014 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Village Hall Committee Room 
PRESENT: Cllrs Bruce Ralfs, John Banks, David Franks, Alan Hooley, Ann Loader, 
Pam Trenchard.
In attendance:  Vena Prater (Clerk)

45/14
APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Mike Perrott and Jane Brock; Mr Lyndon Watkins [North Somerset Council (NSC)]  Subsequently: Cllrs Mike Woodey and Matthew Bracey.
46/14
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES
(a) Chairman:  It was proposed by Cllr Ann Loader, seconded by Cllr David Franks and agreed that Cllr Bruce Ralfs be appointed chairman for the ensuing year.  Cllr Ralfs took the chair.


(b) Vice Chairman:  It was proposed by Cllr Bruce Ralfs and agreed that Cllr Mike Perrott be appointed vice-chairman for the ensuing year.  


(c)  Village Hall Management Committee:  It was agreed that Cllr Matthew Bracey be asked if he were willing to continue as the Council’s representative.  Alternatively Cllr Pam Trenchard was willing to serve and Cllr Ann Loader would stand in if required.  

(d) Village Field Management Committee:   It was agreed that Cllr Alan Hooley be appointed to represent the Council for the ensuing year.


(e) Association of Local Councils:  Representatives would be appointed as and when required.

47/14
MINUTES of the meeting held on 10th April 2014, copies of which had been circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record.  
48/14
MATTERS ARISING from the minutes 
(a) TREES:  The Chairman confirmed that three trees had been planted at Summerhouse.   
(b) TELEPHONE BOXES:  The Clerk was in touch  with the electrician about repairs.
(c) DOG BIN.  The Clerk had received notice from NSC that pending further consultation the charge for emptying the bin would remain at £2 and the bin would be emptied every week.  The Clerk was asked to enquire whether the bin could be emptied fortnightly.  Otherwise it was agreed that the bin would be emptied weekly.
49/14
HIGHWAYS MATTERS

(a)
JUNCTION OF B3130 AND B3128:  There was no further information on the re-instatement of directional signs.  The Clerk was asked to enquire whether any replacement signage could include a direction to the M5.
(b)
ELECTRICAL WASTE AMNESTY:  The Clerk reported that the date of the amnesty was likely to be some time in July.  
(c)
INCIDENTS:  An incident had occurred near Mill Lane: no details were known.


Cllr Ralfs would enquire about possible lamping on the moor in fields to the west of the church.
50/14
PLANNING MATTERS

(a)
NEW APPLICATIONS
14/P/0725/TPO: Harewood, Cadbury Camp Lane:  Pollard one ash.  No objections were raised.

14/P/0755/LDE: 82 Clevedon Road:  Lawful use of access drive and use of building for ancillary residential storage.  

The following issues arose:
The Council noted that no information had been provided regarding the purpose of the ‘residential storage’.  

The track was for agricultural use and access.
Although within the curtilage of the farm, the barn was not within the present residential area of the property and it was understood that the use of the barn had no connection with the residential use.

The Council concluded that no case had been made to support the application for a Lawful Development Certificate.  

14/P/0762/F: 6 The Ripple:  Two storey side extension: 

No objections were raised.

14/P/0867/F:  Elm Farm:  Residential caravan for agricultural worker.  
The Council raised no objection to the proposal provided that (a) the home is occupied by a member of the owner’s family working in an agricultural capacity and (b) that the permission is granted for five years.

Elm Tree Avenue:  The Clerk had received copy correspondence between the occupier of 193 Clevedon Road (which adjoined Elm Tree Avenue at the rear) and the Enforcement Officer, regarding the siting of a new residential home.  The home was much larger than that previously on the plot and significantly closer to the boundary of 193 Clevedon Road.  The Council believed that the changes to the home and pitch constituted a change to the site licence and planning consent and was concerned that the Enforcement Officer had stated that there was no breach of planning control.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Enforcement Officer asking on what he had based his decision.
(b)
UP-DATES  

Hatchintan, 96 Clevedon Road:  Notice of Appeal: The Appeal was noted and the Clerk was asked to write to NSC requesting that that Council be properly represented.
14/P/040/F: 26 Clevedon Road: single storey rear extension and balcony:  Approved

51/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a)
The following were approved for payment:


Clerk’s salary April
£174.82


Clerk’s expenses April
£11.10



Telephone sign (paid by clerk)
£30.46


HMRC
£43.60



NSC Village Hall/Defibrillator sign
£223.52



Local Councils Review
£17.00



Broker Network Ltd (for Came & Co) - insurance renewal
£292.91


(b)
Draft Transparency Code 
The Clerk had circulated a consultation document from NALC requesting feedback on a proposed transparency code for parish councils with a turnover not exceeding £25,000.  Cllr Franks suggested there were options within the document which might be helpful.  A question was raised about a Code of Conduct: the Clerk would circulate the Code previously adopted.  It was agreed that Cllrs Franks, Loader, Ralfs, Perrott and the Clerk would meet to consider a response to the consultation document and which options and variations would be appropriate for this council.  
52/14
VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK
Cllr Trenchard enquired about the ownership of the rer car park eastern boundary.  It was understood that the Parish Council was not responsible for that boundary and Cllr Trenchard was advised that maintenance work could be undertaken between the mature trees and up to the old wire fence which delineated the boundary between the car park and the neighbouring property.  

The overgrowth encroaching onto the car park was mentioned: Cllr Loader would bring this to the attention of the Chairman of the Hall Management Committee.
53/14
PARISH WALKS

The dates of the parish walks, kindly organised by Cllr Hooley, were noted as follows:

Wednesday 7th May, Monday 9th June, Tuesday 8th July, Wednesday 20th August and Wednesday 10th September.  The walk on 7th May had been attended by twelve people.
54/14
JEAN BURROWS FUND

The Clerk reported that organisations had been informed of the Council’s decisions regarding grants and requests for payments were awaited.   It was agreed that the orders for fencing and children’s play equipment would be placed by the Council.  At the appropriate time Cllr Hooley would speak to the insurers about additional values to be added to the Council’s policy.  

With regard to the progress on levelling the field, Cllr Hooley reported that due to the bad weather the raised area was still waterlogged and it was likely that it would be too late for grass seeding this season.  Cllr Hooley explained in detail proposals regarding the fencing and access gates which would be put in place as soon as possible.


The Clerk had received a further suggestion for funding from an individual: it was suggested that a seat be provided on the Barrow Court footpath.  Cllr Hooley would investigate the suggested site.  The Council would then need to consider whether this should await consideration with the next round of applications.  

55/14
CORRESPONDENCE


North Somerset Council



Parish Workshop 14th May 2014

Tickenham School newsletters 

Voluntary Action North Somerset newsletter

56/14
DATES OF MEETINGS  

2014:  12th June, 10th July, [14th August], 11th September, 9th October, 13th November, 
            11th December.

